	About Dixie District
	
	


	Who We Are 

The Dixie District is one of the 16 geographical districts of the Barbershop Harmony Society, formerly known as the Society for the Preservation and Encouragement of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in America, Incorporated (SPEBSQSA, Inc) throughout the United States and Canada. The Dixie District supports barbershop chapters and quartets in the southeastern states of Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. 

Our Vision 

The Dixie District is committed to enriching lives in every generation and community through the lifelong benefits of the barbershop style and other forms of a cappella singing. 

  

Our Mission 

The Dixie District SPEBSQSA, Inc., a charitable and non-profit organization, enriches lives through singing. 

· We enrich lives through singing 

· We perpetuate and celebrate the barbershop harmony style 

· We serve each new generation of singers through support of vocal music education 

· We serve audiences through an uplifting, wholesome variety of a cappella musical entertainment 

· We serve our members by sharing fellowship, performance skills and leadership development 

· We help build better communities and a better world, bonding diverse people through the pure fun of a cappella harmony as we keep the whole world singing! 

	A Brief History of the Dixie District 
	
	


	The Dixie District was organized in Birmingham, Alabama in February 23, 1948. It was comprised of nine southeastern states, Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Tennessee. The District at that time had a total membership of 424 from the 10 chapters.

The first District Quartet Contest was the occasion for the second meeting of the district at the Hotel Bankhead in Birmingham, Alabama on November 28, 1948. The first district champion quartet was The Florida Knights of Tampa, Florida and the runner-up was The Choral Keys of Miami, Florida.

Over the years after its modest entry into the world of barbershop harmony, the Dixie District has made giant steps in membership and chapters despite the loss of Louisiana, which was transferred to the Southwestern District and in later years so was Arkansas. We said goodbye to Florida in 1959 with the creation of the Sunshine District. Despite these losses the Dixie District continued to grow.

The Dixie District has been blessed with outstanding and dedicated leadership. The Dixie District has had talented quartets, choruses and skilled directors, arrangers, judges and coaches. Dixie has grown into a district of which the Society can be proud. 

To date, three Dixie District quartets have achieved the title of International Champion of the Barbershop Harmony Society: 

    The Confederates in 1956
    FRED in 1999
    Four Voices in 2002 

 Dixie also has one (so far!) International Champion Chorus: 

    The Memphis "Cotton Boll" Chorus in 1958 


